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Summer Reading Assignment 
 

This summer you will begin reading H.D. Thoreau’s Walden, which will be part of the focus for our year together. 
Additionally, you will read Malcolm Gladwell’s Outliers, a collection of essays about success. Finally, you will read an 
article from the list of periodicals below. These assignments serve as a preview for the type of work we will do in the 
course, particularly in our first units on description, narration, and style. All of these assignments are due when you return 
to school on August 28, 2018.  
 
READ THE FOLLOWING TEXTS: 
 

1. From H.D. Thoreau’s Walden and Civil Disobedience, the first essay titled “Economy.” 
2. Malcolm Gladwell’s Outliers: The Story of Success, (New York: Back Bay, 2008). 
3. A substantial article of interest to you from one of the following periodicals:    

 
 The Atlantic Monthly  The Boston Globe Magazine The Economist 
  Harper’s   The New Yorker   The Nation 
 Rolling Stone   Smithsonian   National Geographic Magazine 

  
     
ASSESSMENT OF YOUR READING IS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. For Walden, you must respond to the following prompt on “Economy”:  
Part  A: Thoreau says, “The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.”  He seems to attribute this 
hopelessness to man’s slavish devotion to fashion, architecture, philanthropy, and red meat.  What are his 
objections to all of these?   
Part  B: Thoreau says that we only have ourselves to blame for our stress and desolation, for we are the slave 
drivers of ourselves. Assess your own lifestyle by answering the following questions thoughtfully: How much 
money do you spend in a week and on what items? What do you eat for food? Could your life be simpler without 
any of these possessions or meals? Where in your life could you – perhaps even should you – simplify?   
Part  C: Following the model of Thoreau, take an account of all your own material possessions.  Make a chart of 
everything you own and the monetary value of these items.  

  
2. For Outliers you will annotate the text by both   

A. highlighting engaging ideas, and  
B. by making notations in the margins to yourself that reflect the varied activities of our brains while 

reading: connecting, thinking, questioning, identifying, predicting, reacting, etc.   
 

3. For your periodical article, you will  
A. annotate the text (see above), and  
B. draft a one-page, double-spaced (250 word) analysis of the article. We will work with these analyses 

when we return to school. 
 
Rubrics will be available prior to the final submission of all summer work.   
 
FAIR WARNING:  Walden is a dense read that takes a while, and it is the core of our year together. The text is divided 
into essays and while only the first essay, “Economy,” and journal response are due upon our return, it is still a substantial 
read – do not leave it until the night of August 27th and expect to learn anything of great value, or expect to write a 
reflection of any worth. Tackle Walden earlier in the summer and give Thoreau time to marinate in your brain – you 
might be surprised. 

Feel free to contact me with 
questions this summer by e-
mail: 
linda_sasso@wrsd.net 
ned_mctigue@wrsd.net 
 
Use a clear subject line! 


